
PiXL Independence – A Guide for Parents/Carers



What is PiXL (Partners In Excellence)?

• Our school is a member of PiXL – a leadership organisation which works 
with 1800 secondary schools and 350 Post 16 providers across the 
country to help give students a ‘better future and brighter hope’

• They produce strategy and resource to develop Currency (achievement), 
Character and Culture in schools and young people

• Their mantra is DTT and they produce resources around this model: 
• Diagnosis – What is stopping me moving forward?
• Therapy - How can I be helped to move forward?
• Testing – Has it worked?



This is PiXL’s newest 
strategy and resource to 

help young people

Available to our school but must not be 
given to anyone who is not in our school. 
This material is the copyright of PiXL.



Why do need to help our children 
develop their independence?

• The reformed GCSEs and A Levels are more challenging
• To get top marks in many of the qualifications, students need to 

be able to have read widely and think critically
• At Sixth Form, College, University and the world of work, 

people expect young people to be independent
• We need to get them ready for the next stage of their lives
• They need to take ownership of their own learning



The world of 
work

The world of 
post 16 

education

Independence for…



We want to help our young people

• Learn to be more independent
• Work on knowledge gaps
• Engage in wider reading
• Be motivated and accountable
• Understand what they do, and do not, know
• Learn how to address their OWN weaknesses
• Raise their achievement



How does this work?

• Each subject has at least 1 Independence booklet - some have more
• The booklets are available via a student website
• They log on and download a booklet
• They also download the learning templates, DTT forms and log
• They work through an area of their choice
• They work out what they do not know yet
• They then have to work out how to address the issue
• They show their teacher their learning
• The teacher can ask them questions about it



First things first – how does my son/daughter access this?

• School put own website and login 
details here



Homework is set 
or independent 
learning given

Your child completes a part of a 
booklet then identifies 1 

weakness they need to work on

They identify where they are 
going to learn about this area 

they are not sure about.
e.g read an article, watch a youtube clip

They record their 
understanding and learning 

on one of the templates 
provided.

They write 5 
questions that 
their teacher 
(or you!) can 

ask them 
about their 

new learning

The Strategy



What do the booklets look like?



What is included in each PiXL Independence booklet?

Example:

1 Knowledge quizzes - 20 credits per quiz
2 Short style questions  - 10 credits each
3 Wider reading– 100 credits
4 Academic reading– 100 credits
5 Essay style questions– 100 credits

The harder/longer the task, the more credits awarded



“60 credits of 
work by 
Friday”

“By half term, 
complete 600 

credits of wider 
reading”

“The Independence Challenge 
– how many credits can you 

do by half term?”

How teachers may set your son/daughter credits

Different students may 
be set different credits 

depending on how 
independent they are 

already.



The DTT sheet 
that is 

completed by 
students as a 
result of their 
homework or 
independent 

learning.

These are the 
important 

bits for 
parents



Reading Templates – transforming learning from one form into another







How can we help our son/daughter with this?

FIRST
• Help them find a quiet and appropriate place to work
• Help them chunk their time into 30 minute sections
• Encourage them to remove distractions of social media for those 30 

minutes
• Offer snacks/drinks when appropriate!
• Help them create balance in their work schedule



How can we help our son/daughter with this?

SECOND
• Go on to the website yourself to see how easy it is to navigate
• Talk to them about what they do not know and need to re-visit
• When they have written their 5 questions, ask them and listen to 

their answers



Help them become independent by…

• Guiding but not instructing
• Not doing it for them but encouraging them to use you as a 

sounding board
• Helping to create the right atmosphere for success – somewhere 

where they can focus


